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Format of Tutorials

• Biology tutorials for all students reading for a 

School of Biology degree

• Compulsory for all 2nd year and 3rd year students

• 6-8 students per tutorial group with 2nd and 3rd

year students in each group

• 4 tutorials per semester (1 hour each)



Tutorial content

• Developed ~7 years ago

• Topics and content shaped by student interns, 

staff and employers

• Tutorials combine academic tasks with core 

skills development
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Tutorial materials prepared for staff

Each tutorial contains:

• Aims

• Learning outcomes

• Student preparation

• Tutor preparation

• Suggested tutorial format

• Highlight areas where there are options to 

adapt/personalise for tutor/tutees



Tutorials offer

• supportive learning environment in which 

students explore Biology with students studying 

similar degrees, while developing their skills

• not credit bearing

• an opportunity to build a productive tutor-tutee 

relationship
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E & D focussed tutorials

Date Title Topic

January 2017 Bias and the job application processes Bias in language used in adverts, interviews, 

cover letters, CVs

March 2018 Public Engagement Appreciation of the role of Public Engagement 

in Biology, and disability considerations

November 2018 Teamwork Importance and benefits of teamwork, and 

recognising and valuing diversity

February 2019 Sample Selection and Bias To consider good experimental design, and 

explore poor sample selection and bias
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E & D Tutorial Outcomes

• Mixed feedback from students and staff 

(across all tutorial types)

• Students develop an awareness of E & D issues

• Students benefit from tutors’ E & D experience 

in the workplace and in Biology

• Students gain advice/support/guidance from 

tutors



Other Employability Activities

• Careers Week, including Careers Day, for all Year 3 Biology students

• 2nd year Research Methods

• 3rd year Practical Statistics

• Practical skills reviews and updates

• School President internship event
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